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AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated May 12, 2004 for 
the above-identified patent application, Applicants submit a 
Petition for Extension of Time, fee, and the following: 

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the Listing of 
Claims which begins on page 2. 

Remarks/Arguments which begin on page 7. 

Authorization is hereby given to charge Deposit Account 
50-0510 in the amount of $258,00 for the introduction of 
three new independent claims in excess ofe three . The total 
number of claims is unchanged. 
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/ triangularization method as claimed, and that the Bond 
teachings relating to the undesirability of small cycles do 
not teach or suggest the claimed eliminating of 4-cycles 
from a second matrix generated by the claimed steps (Claims 
2, 6, and 10) or the cyclical shifting of rows (formerly 
Claims 4, 7, and 11, now in Claims 15-17). Accordingly, 
Applicants believe that a prima facie case of obviousness 
has not been made by the Examiner, since not all of the 
claim features are taught or suggested by the cited 
references . 

Based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, 
Applicants respectfully request entry of the amendments, 
reconsideration of the amended claim language in light of 
the remarks, withdrawal of the rejections, and allowance of 
the claims. 



Respectfully submitted, 
E. S. Eleftheriou, et al 



By: CL_^ 




Anne Vachon boughe 
Registration No. 3 
Tel. (914) 962-5910 
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